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The previous part of this book ended with the defence of
democracy. The n&intenance of democracy must depend i$ a
large measure on the just and efficient working of the courts of
law. It is to the actions of these courts that the people look for
the restraint of those who interfere with the rights of their fellow
citizens. The courts by declaring and applying the law make
its provisions known to the people so that they are subject not to
the. will of an arbitrary Government, but to a known and accepted
set of rules. Finally it is an essential of freedom that the force
necessary for Government should be subordinate to law; but the
law itself is only a set of rules; it can have effect only through
the persons who are set in authority in the courts. The purpose,
then, of this chapter and the next is to examine the constitution
and working of these courts.

KINDS   OF   LAW.

There are in England1 three main kinds of law: Common

1 The law of Scotland differs both in principles and procedure: This
chapter deals with English Law only.
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